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Mr Loxo, 


plain Account of the Sacrament 
f the Lord's Supper, many years 
ago, I could not help wiſhing to ſee an 
account of the ofher Sacrament drawn up 
in the ſame manner. You' have certainly laid 
the true foundation of our enquiries into the 
Piti vs inſtitutions of Chriſtianity. You draw 
our account of a Chriſtian rite from the 
ian records; and your affertion is un- 
doubtedly true: that all poſitive duties, or 
4 duties made ſuch by inſtitution alone, de- 
spend entirely upon the will and declaration 
* of the perſon who inſtitutes or ordains them, 
with reſpect to the real defign and end of 
«© them; and, conſequently, to the due 
* manner of performing them.“ Since no 
one has yet executed what has been ſo long 
wiſhed for, I ſhall make an humble attempt 
to follow your Lordſhip's example with re- 
ſpect to the ſacrament of bapri/m. I ſhall 
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HEN I read your Lordfſhip's 


* 
— * 
* 
— 


2 


P PTR 
lay together all the texts in the New Tefta* 
ment relating to it, and from them alone draw 
the whole doctrine about it. And I reckon 
it is with great propriety that I addreſs my en- 
quiries on this ſubject to you Lordſhip, be- 
cauſe if 4 find the truth: I am indebted to you 
for pointing out the ſhorteſt and plaineſt way 
to it. ſe”: | 

I beg leave to begin with ſome of your 
propoſitions, making the neceſlary alteration 
from the one ſacrament to the other. 

I. The receiving of baptiſin is not a duty 
of itſelf; or a duty apparent to us from the 


nature of things 3 but a duty made ſuch to 


9 by the poſitive inſtitution of Teſtts 
E 

II. All pefitive duties, or duties made ſuch 
by :n#1tution alone, depend entirely upon the 
will and declaration of the perſon who inſti- 
tutes or ordains them, with reſpect to the 
real deſign and end of them; and, conſe- 


- quently, to the due manner of performing 


them. wy" W's 
III. It is plain, therefore, that the nature, 


the deſign, and the due manner of receiving 


baptiſm, muſt of neceſſity depend upon what 
Tefus Cbriſt, who inſtituted it, hath declared 


about it. 


IV. It cannot be doubted that he himſelf 
ſufficiently declared to his firſt and immediate 
followers, the whole of what he deſigned 


ſhould be underſtood by it, or implied in it. 
7 | Ss SW 


( 

V. It is of ſmall importance, therefore, 
to Chri/tians,” to know what the many writers 
upon this fubje&, ſince the time of the-Evan- 

eliſts and Ay „ have affirmed; much 

eſs can it be. the duty of Chri/tHans to be guid- 
ed by what any . perſons, by their own au- 

- thority, of from their own imaginations, thay 

teach concerning this dux. 3 

VI. The paffages in the New Teftament, 
which telate to this duty, and they alone, 
are the original accounts of the nature and 
end of this inftitation, and the only authentic - 
declarations, upott which we of later ages can 
ſafely depend, being written by the immediate 
followers of our Lord; thoſe who were 
witnefles themſelves of the inffrtution, or were 
inſtructed by thoſe who were ſo, and join 
with them in delivering down one and the 
ſame account of this religious duty. 

Your Lordſhip will permit me to mention 
an obſervation of yours, moſt worthy to be 
remembered, under this laſt propoſition, viz. 
« A very few years make a great alteration 
in mens notions, and language about fuch 
* points of religion. And the diſtance of 
* many years makes a ſtill greater alteration ; 
** whilſt men of various opinions, and ſtrong 
% 1imapinations, are continually going on to 
% comment and enlarge upon ſuch ſubjects, 
the New Teſtament therefore, in this caſe, 
is alone to be depended on: from which we 


2 * ought 
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(6) 
« ought, with the greateſt care and x, 
« to take all our notions of this duty.” 


Your Lordſhip will be pleaſed with the fol- 


lowing — of Archbiſhop Tilla ſon, 
much to the ſame purpoſe. In ok of time, 


<<. the beſt inſtitutions are apt to decline, and 


te by inſenſible degrees to ſwerve, and depart 
« from the — of their firſt ſtate; and 
ce therefore = is a good rule, to preſerve things 


<« from corruption and degeneracy, often to 


<« look back to the firſt inſtitution, and by 


* that to correct thoſe imperfections and er- 


* rors which will almoſt unavoidably creep 

<« in with time.” Vol. 2. page 170, edit. fol. 
I ſhall now offer to your Lordſhip's peruſal 

every text of the New Teſtament, that | 


of the ſacrament of Baptiſm, It will be pro- 


per firſt to ſet down thoſe which belon g to 
Jobn's baptiſm. | 


Paſſages of Scripture concerning JOHN's 


baptiſm. 


1. Mat. iii. 5, 6, 7. Then went out to him 


- Jeruſalem and all Fudea, and all the region 


round about Jordan, and were baptiſed of 

in Jordan, confeſſing their fins. But when 
he ſaw many of the Phariſees and Sadduces 
come to his baptiſm, he ſaid unto them, O 
generation of vipers, Se. 


2. Verſe 11. I indeed baptize you with 


water unto repentance, &c. 
3. Verſe 
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3. Verſe 13, 14, 15, 16. Then cometh Je- 
ſus from Galilee to Jordan unto John,” to be i 
baptized of him. But John forbad him ſay- | 
ing, I have need to be baptized of thee, and fl 
comeſt thou to me? And Jeſus anſwering 
aid unto him, ſuffer it to be ſo now; for 
thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteouſneſs. 
Then he ſuffered him. And Jeſus when he 
was baptized went up ſtraightway out of the 
4. Mat. xxi. 25, 26, 27. The baptiſm of 
, whence was it? From heaven, or of 
men? And they reaſoned with themſelves, 
faying, if we ſhall ſay from heaven, he will 
fay unto us, why did ye not then believe him? 
But if we ſhall ſay of men, we fear the peo- 
ple, for all hold Jobn as a prophet. And 
they anſwered Jeſus, and ſaid, we cannot 
tell,” Mo 50 4 |; ad > 
ire #4, 5. 4 — did baptize in the 
wilderneſs, - and preach the baptiſm of repen- 
tance for the Mai of 52 F And there 
went out unto him all the land of TJudea, 
and they of Jeruſalem, and were all baptized 
7 him in the river of Jordan confeſſing their 
_- 07 1 80 3 
6. Ver. 8, 9, 10. I indeed have baptized 
you with water. — And it came to paſs in 
thoſe days, that Jeſus came from Nazareth 
of Galilee, and was baptized of Jobm in Jordan, 


_ ſtraightway coming up out of the water, 
C. EAT 


7. Mark 


1 
5 Mart xi. $6. The gaptiin of Joon, was 
om heaven, or of men? 

8. Lake iii. 
country about Handen, preaching the Paptyon 
of. repontance for the remiſſion of fins.” ' 

9. Ver. 7, $8. Then ſaid he to the mul 
titude that came forth to be Baptiaud of him. 


0 generation af Viper“ brinz forth 
therefore fruits meet for: r 


ane ee 

10.—Ver. 12. Then came alſo Publicans to 
be baptized. _.- 
1. — Ver. 16. Tindeed beptin you ith 
Won 4 

12. Ver. 21. | Now whe all the 
were baptized, it came to 1. chat: Jes: e 
being baptized, S A 

13. Lule vü. 29, 30. And all; the eq 
that heard him, and: the Publicans' juſti 
God, being baptized with the baptiſm. of 
FJobn. But the Phariſees and Lawyers rejected 
the counſel of God againſt wenkie 1 
not baptized of him. 

14. Luke xx. 4. The baptiſm of. hun yas 


it from heaven or of men? 


13. Jubn i. 25, 26. Why hattinuf - thou 
then, if thou be not that Crip, nor Elias, 
neither that prophet? Jahn anfwored them 
faying, I baptize with water. - 


16 Ver. 28. Beyond Jordan: where John 2 


was baptiz:ng. 
17 Ver. 31. That he ſhould be mate 
| min 


3. And he came im all the 


(9) 


manifeſt to ae: therefore am I come * 
tiging with water. 

18.—Ver. 33. He that ſent me to o baptize 
with water. 

19. John iii. 23. And John alſo was bap- 
tizing in Enon, near to Salim, becauſe there 
was much water there ; and they came and 
were baptized. Note, ſome underſtand 

[ Verſe 25. of baptiſm, then there aroſe a 
queſtion—about purifying.) 

20. John iv. 1, The phariſees had heard 
that Jeſus made and baptized more diſciples 
Wn * 

John x. 40. Beyond Jordan, into the 
RY. where John at firſt baptized. 

22. As i. 5. fobn truly baftized with 
water, 


23 Ver. 22. Beginning from the baptiſm of 
John. 

24. Ads x. 37. After the baptiſm which 
John preached. 

25,—xi. 16. John indeed baptized with 
water, 

26,—xiii, 24. When John had firſt preach- 
ed before his coming the baptiſm of repen- 
tance to all the people. 

27. — xviii. 25. He | Apollos] fpake and 
taught diligently the things of the Lord, know- 
ing only the baprrſm of Fobn. 

28, — xix. 3, 4. Unto what then were 
ve baptized? And they ſaid unto John's bap- 
tiſm. Then laid Paul, Jobn verily 9 

B wit 


_— 
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NN : 
with the baptiſm of repentance, ſaying unto the 
people, that they ſhould believe on him 
which ſhould come after him, that is, on 


Chrift eſis. 


Paſſages of ſerggeure concerning CHR1sT's 


1. Mat. xxviii. 19. Go ye therefore and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 


the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 


Ghoſt. 

2. Mark xvi. 15, 16. And he ſaid unto 
them, go ye into all the world, and preach 
the goſpel to every creature ; he that believeth 
and is baptized (hall be ſaved. 

3. John iii. 5. Exctpt a man be born of 
water and of the ſpirit, &c. » 

4.—Ver. 22. After theſe things came Jeſus 
and his diſciples into the land of Judea; and 
there he tartied with them and baprized. 

5,—Ver. 26. Behold the ſame baprizeth, and 
all men come to him. 0 

6. — iv. 1, 2. When therefore the Lord 
knew how the phariſees had heard, that Jeu 
made and baptized moxe diſciples than Jobn 
(though J7eſus himſelf Ire not, but his 
diſciples.) | 

7. Afs1i.38. Then Peter ſaid unto them, 
Repent, and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jeſus Chri/?, for the remiſſion of 

8 


(11) 
fins, and ye ſhall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt, | 
8. Ac li. 4 1. Then they that gladly received 
his word were baptized. 
9. — vii. 12, 13. But when they be- 
lieved Philip, preaching the things concerning 
the kingdom of God, and the name of Jeſus 
Chriſt, they were baptized, both men and 
women. Then Simon himſelf believed allo ; 
and when he was baptized, Ge. 

10,—Ver, 16. Only they were baptized in 
the name of the Lord Jus. 

11.—Ver. 36, 37, 38, 39. And as they 
went on their way they came unto a certain 
water. And the Eunuch faid, See, here is 
vater, what doth hinder me to be baptized ? 
And Philip aid, if thou believeſt with all 
thin _ Tn may'ſt. And he anſwered 
and ind, I believe * Jeſus Chriſt is the Son 
of 2 And he commanded the chariot to 
ſtand ſtill. And they went down both into 
the water, both Philip and the Eunuch, and 
he baptized him. And when they were come 
up out of the water, &c. 

12. — ix, 18. And [Saul] aroſe and was 
baptized. 

13. — X. 47, 48. Can any man forbid 
water, that theſe ſhould not be baptized, which 
have received the Holy Ghoſt as well as we ? 
And he commanded them to be baptized in 
the name of the Lord. 


B 2 14. Adts 


- . — 
— — —— —ê— — — 


8 
14. Acts xvi. 15. And when ſhe [Lydia] 


was baptized and her houſhold. 


15. Ver. 33. And was baptized, he [the 
jaylor] and all his ſtraightway. 
16. — Xviii, 8. And many of the Corin- 


 thians hearing, believed, and were baptized. 


I7, — Xix. 5. When they heard this, 
they [who had before been baptized into 
John's baptiſm] were baptized in the name of 
the Lord Teſus. | 

18. — xxii. 16. And now why tarrieſt 
thou? Ariſe and be baptized, and waſh away 
thy ſins, calling on the name of the Lord. 

19. Romans vi. 3, 4. Know ye not, that ſo 
many of us as were baptized into Chriſt Jeſus, 
were baptized into his death? Therefore we 
are buried with him by hapti/m into death, 
that like as Chriſt was raiſed up from the, dead 


by the glory of the Father, even ſo We alſo 


ſhould walk in the newneſs of life. 
20, 1 Corinthians i. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17. 


Were ye baptized in the name of Paul? I 


thank God that I bapizzed none of you, but 
Criſpus and Gaius: leſt any ſhould ſay, that I 
had baptized in mine own name, And I bap- 
tized allo the houſhold of Szephanas : beſides, I 
know not whether I 4aptized any other; for 
Chriſt ſent me not to baptize, but to preach 
the goſpel. 

21. 1 Cor. vi. 11. But ye are waſhed. 

22. Bid. xii, 13. For by one ſpirit are we 


all oaptized into one body. Note, this may 


rather 


633) 
rather be underſtood of the baptiſm of the 
Holy Obe 

23. 1 Cor. xv. 29. Elſe what ſhall they do, 
that are baptized for the dead. [That is, I think, 
by baptiſm come into the place of thoſe Chriſti- 
ans who are dead, who are their ſucceſſors in 
their profeſſion, and in their ſufferings. ] 
24. Gal. iii. 27, For as many of you as have 
been baptized into Chriſt, have put on Chriſt. 
235. Epbeſ. iv. 5. One baptiſm. 

20. Ibid, v. 26. That he might ſanctify 
and cleanſe it, with the waſhing of water, by 
the word. 

27. Coloſſ. ii. 12, Buried with him in baptiſm, 
wherein alſo you are riſen with him. 
28. Tit. ili. 5. According to his mercy he 
ſaved us, by the waſhing of regeneration, and 
renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. 

29. Hebrews vi. 2, The doctrine of baptiſms. 
Note, it is not certain, this has any reference 
to Chriſtian baptiſm. See Peirce in loc.] 

30. — x. 22, Our bodies waſhed with pure 
water, 

31. 1 Peter iii. 21. The like figure where- 
unto, even baptiſm, doth alſo now ſave us (not 
the putting away the filth of the fleſh, but the 

anſwer of a good conſcience towards God) by 

the reſurrection, &c. 

Beſides the foregoing, there are theſe fol- 
lowing texts, which ſome good expoſitors un- 
derſtand of baptiſm. 

2, Peter i. 9. And hath forgotten, that he 


x Was 


—— — — — —- 


| (714) 
was purged from his old fins. Hebrews vi. 4. 
Thote who were once enlightened. Heb. x. 32. 
In which after ye were illuminated. 

Theſe are, I believe, all the texts in the 
New Teſtament, that relate either to the bap- 
tiſm of John or of Chriſt. 

The obſervations I have to offer from them, 
ſhall be reſerved to ſome following letters, 

J am, my Lord, 

Your Lordſbip's moſt obedient bumble Servant. 


r 
My Lord, | 

HERE are ſome opinions in Theology 

ſo entirely ſpeculative, that a man, who 
has a juſt value for time, would ſcarce think 
himſelf juſtified in ſpending a day to examine 
which are right, and which wrong. The 
ſubject before us is not of this fort > it is en- 
tirely of a practical nature, and comes into 
practice daily. It therefore becomes us to look 
well to our rule, to what our Saviour and his 
immediate followers have declared about this 
duty; © becauſe (as your Lordſhip well ob- 
« ſerves) we can have no other direction in this 
c ſort of duties, unleſs we will have recourſe 
% to mere invention, Which makes them our 
© own inſtitutions, and not the inſtitutions of 
e 7hoſe who firſt appointed them.” Plain Ac. p. 3. 
In the foregoing letter, it appears, there are 
about Zhreeſcore texts of ſcripture, which ſpeak 


of the inſtitution of baptiſm; partly as prac- 


tiled 


(6150 
tiſed by John, and partly by the Apoſtles and 
Diſciples of Jeſus Chris: Paſſages abundantly 
ſufficient to inform us of the nature, defign, and 
manner of this ſacrament. 

T beg leave firſt to lay before your Lordſhip an 
enquiry into the manner of this rite, or what the 
New Teſtament means by the action of baprizing. 

The writers of the New Teſtament make uſe 
of two words, Berritu and zs, which lead us to 
the preciſe meaning of baptiſm, the latter of 
which is almoſt the conſtant word of the Sep- 
tuagint in thoſe very numerous places where 
bathing, or waſhing the whole body is command- 
ed, in contradiſtinction to every other practice 
of waſhing the hands, or feet, or ſprinkling 
or Waſhing of cloaths. Asgerai ddr occurs no 
leſs than eleven times in one chapter, where 
bathing the body is appointed on ſundry oc- 
caſions, as a di/tinf rite from waſhing the 
hands, or garments, Sc. 

The Evangeliſts and Apoſtles did, as Dr. 
Prideaux, the moſt learned Joſeph Mede, and 
others obſerve, all quote from the Gree# of the 
Old Teflament. Prid. Connect. vol. II. page 47, 
edit. 3. Mede's Works, p. 625. Since there- 
fore k8o57a vari, uſed times without number 
in the Old Teſtament, never imports leſs than 
bathing, or waſhing the whole body ; it follows, 
baptiſm means the ſame, when it is expreſſed by 
our body waſhed with pure water. Gr. MeMepeve 
ro TWjaa var nabape.] Heb. x. 22. 

We have a remarkable paſſage in the caſe of 

| Naaman 


— — 


———— — 


(16) 
Naaman the Syrian's cure of a leproſy. 
commands him to go and waſh [ze] in Jor- 


dan ſeven times. The very practice appointed 


for cleanſing a leper, and which, without con- 
troverſy, means waſhing the whole body, in di- 
ſtinction from all other rites of ſprinkling, 
pouring, &c. What is done by the leper in 
conſequence of this command ? He went down 
and dipped himſelf [Legaærriaro] ſeven times in 
Jordan, according to the ſaying of the man of 
God? 2 Kingsv. 14. What was the ſaying of 
the man of God? Waſh [bathe] ſeven times. 
He did as he was commanded, vi. he dipped 
himſelf ſeven times. The ſtrict tranſlation of 
the Hebrew word [229 ;] and ſo rendered in 
every place, without One exception, where the 
word occurs in the O/d Teftament. From which 
word the Jews call John the Baptiſt 10 
the dipper. Grot. in Mat. xiv. 2. | 

It falls out, my Lord, very remarkably, that 
the only tuo words which the Greek of the 
Old Taſtament makes uſe of to expreſs the rite 
of waſhing the whole body, as diſtin from all 
other rites of ſprinkling, pouring, waſhing 
the hands and feet; both theſe words, and only 
theſe, are made uſe of in the Greek of the New 
Teſtament, to ſpecify and determine, with 


preci/ion, the action of baptizing. So that if 


the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles had, on purpoſe, 
ſought words which ſhould preciſely expreſs 
a bathing the whole body, and prevent all inqui- 


ry Whether they meant nothing Hort of it; 


2. they 


Eliſba 
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they could not poſſibly have met with two fit- 
ter words than x and parritu. | Barry Would 
hardly have done 1o well, becauſe, 9 


„ 


their Greek from the Old Teflament,, This laſt: 
word is never uſed there to expreſs the rite of 
waſhing or dipping a perſon's whole body. 
Let any learned perſon try to find out two 
better words, if he had a mind to expreſs a 
waſhing of the whole body. The queſtion is not, 
whether ſprinkling was a ceremony of puri- 
fication. No one doubts it: but whether ſprink- 
ling is the rite of baptiſm ? : Whoever is ac- 
 quainted with the Greek of the Old Teflament, 
whence, as has been obſet ved, the Evangeliſts 
and Apoſtles took their language, may perceive 
that ſprinkling and baptiſm are as diſtinct 
rites,” as are the actions of baptiſm; and the 
prieſt's putting oil upon the tip of the right ear, 
and the thumb 'of the right hand, and upon 
the great toe of 'the right foot. Both which 
ceremonies of bap7:/m, and ſuch application of 
oil, were uſed in cleanſing a leper. Lev. xiv. 
And here your Lordſhip will permit me to 
obſerve, we run into a great miſtake and confu- 
fion of language, when we talk of ſprinkling 
and immerſion as different modes of the ſame 
thing. Modern cuſtom has reconciled us to this 
abuſe of language; ſo that we do not ſtumble 
at the inconſiſtency, when we call ſprinkling 


The New Teſament has alſo its compound axezrv, Ad, 
Xii. 16. 1. Cor. vi. 11. | 


S © Baptiſm. 
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: 8 But he that ſhall confine himſelf unto 


Ws + ww 


y ſcripture language, will 
rceive that to call Geloklicg 4 mode o EE 
is to call ſprinkling a mode of Bat 
waſhing the body in mater. Tis to — * two 
rites entirely as diſtinct, as were waſhing the 
body, and ſhaving off the hair, in the purifica- 
tion of a leper. Accordingly the Chriſtian 
church, the who/e Chriſtian . for thirteen 
hundred years ſucceſſively from the time of the 
Apoſtles, - underſtood by —_— immenſion, 
and ſo practiſed; aſperſion being only 2. 
mitted upon extraordinary occaſions. Vid. 
by's note oh Namans vi. 4. 
- Your Lordſhip [Plain Account, page 1 part 
obſerviog, at leaſt quoting Dr. Clorke as ob- 
ſerving, that Baptiſm is led a being buried 
with Chriſt, and: rifing with him again, remarks, 
« this latter expreſſion made uſe of by. St. Paul, 
« with relation to baptiſm, is taken from the 
*« cuſtom of mmer/ion in the firſt days, and 
*© from that icular manner of ixing 
« proſelytes, by which they were firſt covered 
*© with water, and in a ſtate as it were of 
«« death and inactivity, and then aroſe out of 


« jt into a ſort of new ſtate of life and action. 


« And if baptiſm had been then pet formed, 
<« as it is now amongſt. us, we ſhould never 
* have fo much as . heard, of this form at ex- 
« preſſion, of _ and arifing again, in this 

Crue? 
Dy. this your Lordlhip authotizes me to toy, 
at 
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1 
that in the firft days Baptiſm was not performed 
As it is now amongſt us. No, my Lord, it is 
now amongſt us changed into another thing: 
not into a different mode of the ſame rite ; but 
into another and different rite. The firſt days 
ſay, that baptiſm was immer ſion. e And what- 
ever was truly neceſſary. at firſt towards a 
* right underſtanding of this inſtitution, was 
ce without doubt contained in the firſt and ear- 
<«lieft accounts; otherwiſe it muſt be faid, 
* that the very firſt Chriſtians, who were 
called upon to perform this duty, and who 
< actually did perform it very frequently, were 
not fully inſtructed by the Apoſtles in it.“ 
Plain Account, page 7. _ ——— 
According to the firſt and earlieſt accounts, 
that is, according to the only authentic de- 
* clarations, upon which we of latter ages can 
WG depend.” [Plain Account, page 7.] 
When an Apoſtle, or other fit perſon ſaid, I 
baptize thee in the name of the Father, &c. 
He meant, I immerge, plunge, dip thee in the 
name, Cc. This 0 Lordſhip knows was 
the cuſtom in the firſt days: ſo that when our 
Lord and Saviour ſent forth the Apoſtles with 
this commiſſion, Go teach all nations, bap- 
tizing them: He meant immerge them. And 
ſo the Abollles actually underſtood him, for 
ſo they pra#iſed. And if Baptiſm had been 
© then performed as it is now amongſt us, we 
ſhould never have ſo much as heard of this 
<* form of expreſſion, . dying and ariſing again 
; 2 1 _ 
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« in this rite.” But © the diſtance of many 


years has made a great alteration in mens 


language about bis point,” joining together 


in one word [baptize] tws ſeveral di ſtinct rites, 
which the Almighty has always put aſunder. 


And from whom came the e/tabliſhed change 


of the ſcripturil haptiſin into another quite 'dif- 
ferent inſtitution? Let the learned Dr. Wall 


anſwer, it is a rule that does not fail in any 


< particular that I know of, viz. All the nati- 


ons that do now, or formerly did, ſubmit to 


« ſprinkling. | | Torr 
But a// other Chriſtians in the world, who 


* the authority of the bi/hop of Rome, do or- 
* dinarily baptize their infants by pouring or 


* 


« nev?r owned the Pope's uſurped power, do, 
5 and ever did, dip their infants in the ordi- 
* nary uſe. And if we take the diviſion of the 
* world from the three main parts of it, @// 
e the Chriſtians in 4/a, all in Africa, and 
about one third part of Europe, are of the laſt 
* ſort, [viz. who underſtand by baptiſm im- 


* mer/ion, and ſo practiſe.] In which third part 


of Europe are comprehended the Chriſtians 


„ of Gracia, Thracia, Servia, Bulgaria, 


„ Walachia, Moldavia, Ruſſia, &c. and even 


e the Muſcovites, who, if coldneſs of the 


* country will excuſe, might plead for a diſ- 
« penſation with the moſt reaſon of any.” Hr. 
Inf. Baptiſm, part 2. page 309, &c. edit. 1. 


See here, my Lord, how the immerfion of 


the /ir/t days came to be caſt out, and ſet aſide. 


The 


(621) 
The church of Rome, the mother of abomina- 
tions, who thinketh to change times and laws, 
Rev. xvii. Dan. vii. She firſt ſet aſide the com- 
mon uſe of dipping ; and ber example is fol- 
lowed by thoſe proteſtant churches that were 
once under her tyranny and corruption; but 


by none elſe. | | 
we: Pats  T am, my Lord, &c. 
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My Lord, - urs 
I N order to ſettle right notions on the preſent 
1 ſubject, it cannot be too carefully attended 
to, that, in holy ſcripture, ſprinkling, pouring, 
and waſhing or bathing the body, are always 
diſtinf rites, never confounded, or ſubſtituted 
one for another. If therefore it ſhall appear, 
that the baptiſm of ſcripture is nothing more or 
leſs than waſhing the body ; not the hands, or 
feet, or face, or any other particular part ; 
much leſs ſprinkling, which the ſcripture never 
conſiders as any waſhing at all, but a rite quite 
diſtin& from every kind of lotion; if I ſay, bap- 
tiſm is waſhing the body, it will deſerve and 
demand the very ſer:ous conſideration of every 
one who is concerned to obſerve this as an in- 
ſtitution of God, whether, and upon what 
principle, we may lay afide the ove only bap- 
ziſm of ſcripture, and put anotber bing in the 
88 room 


"_ — — 


. ,, 

room bf it. © And further, wich felpeck to the 
ꝓractice of modern times (for ſprinkling 4s but 
of late date in England) it may deſerve allo to 
be conſidered, whether there ever was in any 
part of the Bible any ſuch religious ceremony, 
us ſpriniling water on the face ? If my read- 

ing does not deceive me, there does not ap- 
Pear in all the five books of Moſes any rite of 
ſprinkling mere water. There was a ſprinkling 
of water mixed with blood, and of water mix- 
ed with the aſhes of an heifer; but I think no 
ſuch thing as ſprinkling {mpte water. It is faid 
indeed, Ezek. xxxvi. 25. Then will I ſprinkle 
clean water upon you, and ye ſhall be clean; 
alluding, no doubt to ſome watery puriß- 
cation in the law of Moſes, But I have not 
been able to find any expofitor, who could 
point out ahy ceremony of unmixed water, to 
which this refers, The only probable account 
I can find is, it refers to the water of ſeparation, 
Numb. xix. called alſo water, imply ; but 
this was really a compoſition of various ingredi- 
Ents, viz, the aſhes of a burnt heifer, cedar- 
wood, and hyſop, and ſcarlet, all mixed with 
the water, And the unclean perſon was not 
only to be /þrinkled with this mixture, two ſe- 
veral days, but, moreover, there was . another 
quite diſtin& rite to be performed, even a bap- 
tiſm, verſe 19. And the clean perſon ſhall 
(prinkle [the water of gar upon the un- 
clean on the third day, and on the ſeyenth day. 
And onthe ſeventh day he ſhall purify * 

an 
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and waſh his cloaths, and bathe himſelf in wa- 
fer,  Twite fprinkled, my Lord, and after that 
once baptized. %%%“ 
VMaſting the hands was a religious ceremony 
of divine appointment; as- alſo waſhing the 
feet. If then a clergyman ſhould waſh only 
the hands, of feet of. the perſon to be baptized, 
and juſtify his practice by this text, Jobn xiii. 
10. Jeſus ſaith to him, be that is waſhed needeth 
not ſave to waſh bis feet, but is clean every 
whit, I ſubmit it to your Lordſhip's confide- 
ration, whether a miniſter has not as much [or 
more] ſcriptural authority to praQtiſe thus, and 
ſolemnly uſe the name of the holy Trinity on this 
oecafion, and call it baptiſm, as he has to ſprin- 
kle the face, or, as the cuſtom is in Sitfger- 
land, to pour water on the back part of the 
head, * and call it baptiſm. All men, I doubt 
not, would cry out againſt this clergyman, as 
a corrupter of the ſacrament of baptiſm. But 
why? Not becauſe it is further removed from 
the | ſcripture account of baptiſm, [ vis. a 
waſbing the body with pure water] than our 
preſent practice, but becauſe it is not cuſto- 
mar Vi | 13 | , wid 
. beg leave to lay before your Lordſhip 
thoſe paſſages on baptiſin, whoſe circumſtances 
aſfiſt in determining the due manner of this in- 
ſtitution; and, if I introduce the remarks of 
learned men on ſome of theſe paſſages ; I do 


* Biſhop Burnet's 2d Letter. 
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6 
it, not as if by their anbei be they, ever & 
learned or numerous, the point in queſtion is 


to be decided ; but, on this R vi. 


that it may fairly be preſumed, a judicious * 
learned writer will not, againſt his own prac- 
tice, acknowledge more, than what he bels 
himſelf conſtrained to grant, by the overbearing, 
force and evidence of truth. 

Mat. iii. 5, 6. Then went out to him Jer 
ruſalem, and all Judea, and all the region round 
about Jordan, and were n of Him in 
Jokpax. | 

Verſe 16. And Jeſus when. he was baptized 


went up ſtraightway out of the water. 


Mark i. 5. Were all baptized of him in the 
river of Jordan. 

Verſe 9, 10. Jeſus was baptized i in JoRDAN ; : 
and ſtraightway coming up out of the water. 

Jobn iii. 23. John was baptizing in Enon, 
becauſe there was much water there* 

* In the Greek, vera wova, mary waters, which. ſome, 
either not knowing, or not attending to the Hebrew idiom, 
have fancied does not oblige us to underſtand of much or a large 
guantity of water. Whereas vdr mona is only the Hebrai/m 


O' N25. Now the fingular number of his Hebrew ſub- 
ſtantive being not uſcd, therefore the Greek verſion is ſometimes 


„dp water, ſometimes vdara waters, tho' the Hebrew ſtands . 


wy Bo. the ſame. An example or two will ſuffice, inſtead of 
great numbers which might eaſily be produced. Exzek. xxvi. 
19. When I ſhall bring = 4 the deep upon thee, and great wa- 
ters [Greek vIwp ToAv } ſhall cover thee. P/alm Ixxvn. 19.- Thy 
way is in the ſea, and thy path in the great waters. bert 
vag moors. ] So that it is quite indifferent, whether you ex- 
preſs much water by vd ne, or viara r-. 80 e ſame 
river, in the ſame chapter, is vdo, ⁊uater, and vdara, waters, 


hu iii, 
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Ad, viii, 38, 49: They went dumm both into 
the water, both 25 and the Eunuch; and he 


baptized him, And when they were come up 
our of the water. | 

Rom. vi. 4. Buried with him by baptiſm. 
1 Cor. vi. 11. Ve are waſhed [ arthaczrte.] Note, 
aw is the word conſtantly uſed [except once 
gar rg] in thoſe very numerous places of the 
Old Teftament, where bathing the perſon is 
commanded, as a 8 * from all others 
of ſprinkling, pouring, & 

Espbeſ. v. 26. That he might eleanſe it [the 
church] wich the waſhing of water. [re 79s} 

Coloſſ. ii. 12. Buried "Sith him in baptiſt, 
wherein alſo you are riſen with him. 

Feb. x. 22. Our bodies waſhed with pure 

- Every — of chuſing a river to 
baptize in, of going down into the water, and 
coming ap ou? of the water, both the baptizer 
and the baptized; and the alluſions to a burial 
and ri/ing again; and of ſingling out a place 
proper for baptiſm, for this only reaſon, be- 
cauſe | there 'was much water there : all theſs 
cireumſtances are quite proper and natural to 
the cuſtom of immer ion. But it is hard to 
account for the mentioning or pertinence of 
them upon any other interpretation of baptiſm. 

According to the cuſtom of our day, my 
Lord, a ſingle baſon of water will ſuffice for a 
great multitude. And if the inſtitution may 
be ſatisfied this ns "a what purpoſe were 

the 


— 


( 26) 
the multitudes obliged to leave their cities and 
towns for the ſake of coming at a river? 


What reaſon is there in chuſing a place becauſe 
there is much water, if much water were not 
neceſſary? There is not a town or village, 
but would equally well have ſerved for the 
place of baptizing, according to modern cuſtom. 


The Greek church obſerves, on Jeſus coming 


up out of the water of Jordan after his bap- 
tiſm, Mat. iii. 16. that“ he who aſcended out 
e of the water muſt firſt deſcend down into 
« it. Baptiſm therefore is to be performed, 


© not by ſprinkling but by waſhing the body.“ 


« And indeed, ſays Dr. Whitby in loc. it can 
*« only be from ignorance of the Jewiſh rites 
“in baptiſm, that this is gueſizoned; for they, 
te to the due performance of this rite, ſo ſu- 


« perſtitiouſly required the immerfion of - the 
e whole body, that if any dirt hindered the 


« water from coming to any part of it, the, 


% baptiſm was not right; and if one held 


ce the baptized perſon by the arm when he 
« was let down into the water, another muſt 


ee after dip him, holding him by the other 


« arm that was waſhed before, becauſe his 
ce hand would not ſuffer the water to come to 
c his whole body.” I; | 
Mr. Baxter, in his Paraphraſe on the New 


Teſtament, [one of the laſt books he publiſhed 


in a good o/d age, when the heat of controver- 


ſy may be ſuppoſed well over] obſerves on 
Mat. iii. 6. We grant that baptiſm then 


„Was 
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«« was by waſhing the whole body; and did not the 
differences of our cold country, as to that hot 
one teach us to remember [1 will have mer- 
* cy and not ſacrifice] it ſhould be fo here.” 

The ſame writer thus paraphraſes Rom. vi. 4. 
Therefore in our baptiſm we are dipped under 
ce the water, as ſignifying we are dead and 
* buried to ſin.” Again, Coleff. ii. 12. is thus 
paraphraſed by him, They [your luſts] are 
e dead and buried with him, for ſo your bap- 
“ iſm ſignifieth, in which you are put under 
e the water, to ſignify and profeſs that your 
« old man is dead and buried, &c.” Once 
more, on 1 Peter iii. 21. © When we are 


& raiſed to holineſs by his Spirit, as we riſe, out 


« of the water in baptiſm, &c.” 

But why, it may be aſked, ſo particular 
with Mr. Baxter? For the ſake, my Lord, 
of the Pædobaptiſt diſſenters, if theſe letters 
ſhould fall into their hands, that they may 
ſee the opinion [as to what was ſcriptural 
baptiſm) of a man juſtly held in high eſteem 
amongſt them. The excuſe of him and ma- 
ny others, for laying aſide the ſcripture bap- 
' tiſm, confeſſed to be the ſcripture baptiſm, and 
for ſubſtituting in the room of it another rite, 
intirely another rite, ſhall be conſidered in the 
next letter, <8 
6 ' T am, my Lord, &c. 
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L EB T T ER IV, 
Am afraid, your Lordſhip, by thiy „ 
begins to nk me tedious, You do not 
want all this labour of proof, that the A. 
ture baptiſm is immerſion. You know it: you 
own it: you bear witneſs publicly, belong 
all the world, that baptiſm as Now performed 
amongſt ys, is NOT KNQWN in the New Teſta» 
ment, the repoſitory of the only authentic de» 
clarations concerning this duty; for if bap- 
* tiſm had been THEN performed as it is Now 
« amonaſt ut, we ſhould never have ſo much 
* as heard of this form of expreſſion, of - 
ig and ary/irg Again in this rite”, _ 
My Lord, I preſume not the attempt of 
informing you ; but be 
the favour to ſtand 


/ 


fore . $8 an equita· 


ple and moſt capable judge, as à pleader in ſupr | 


port of 2 matter of Turk and RIGHT 
moſt entirely caſt out from our part of the 
world, that all in Court may hear and know 
the reaſons I have humbly to propoſe why the 
baniſhed ſhould return, 


I ſay, a matter of truth aud right, almoſt 
intirely caſt out from owr part of the world, 
For, thanks be to Gad, in other parts there are 
ſtill millions, a amongſt whom the New Teſfa- 
ment rite, that is, the divine rite. of immer- 
fon, is ſtill preſerved, The vaſt Rufian em- 
pire 


n „„ „ os „ „ 


you will allow mg 
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( 29) 
pire hold it faſt, and al/ otber Churches, who 
never ſubmitted to the tyranny of the Church 
of Rome. But to return, I would defire any 
man, capable of the enquiry, to confider with 
meekneſs and candour theſe two Things: 
Firſt, whether the Greet of the New Teſta- 
ment, is not borrowed from the Septuagint, 
the Greek of the Old Teſtament ? that being 
the vulgar tongue of the Helleniftical Jes; 
and the ſcriptures being read in that language 
in all their ſynagogues; for, as to the He- 
brew, they did not underſtand it.* 
If the caſe be fo, then let it be conſidered, 

ſecondly, whether it was poſſible for the New 
Teftament writers to chuſe out from all the 
Greek of the Old Teſtament two words that 
can more preciſely, and determinately [if / 
determinately] expreſs and ſpecify hat one 
particular ceremony of waſhing the whole 
body, as diſtin& from all other purifications 
and waſhings, than the two words they have 
actually choſen, viz. gare and , to which 
add its compound anvoxzw? It has been already 
obſerved, that gænre would ſcarce have done 
ſo well, it being not uſed in the Septuagint in 
any one place, I believe where the very fre- 
quent ceremony of waſhing the whole body oc- 
curs. But ſuppoſing baptiſm were expreſſed 


Note, That St. Paul, even to the Hebrews, quoted from 
the Ixx. is proved in ſundry examples by biſhop Pear/on in his 
learned preface to the Sepruaginy, | 


in 
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in ſcripture by garre, a word which undoubt- 
edly means dipping, if any word in the Greek 
tongue can mean it; yet, my Lord, a man 
diſpoſed rather to hide and ſhun truth than 
embrace it, might find ways and means to 
get ſhift even of this word; thus he reads in 
Dan. iv. 33. That Nebuchadnezzar was driven 
from man, and did eat graſs as oxen, and his 
body was wet with the dew of heaven. He 
reads the ſame again, chap. v. ver. 21. But 
how is this in the Greek of thoſe paſſages? It 
is thus: aro Ty; 3poos T8 epevs To oupa avrs cape. 
lat! Now we all know, that a perſon is 
wet with dew, not by immerſion into it, but 
by its diſtillation in gentle drops, we are 


ſprinkled by it. Nence, in ſcripture and com- 


mon language, drup as tbe dew, and drops of 
dew. A clear proof, that garxre fignifies to 


ſprinkle, And thus, my Lord, there is 10 


word, whoſe literal, ſtrict. and proper mean- 
ing may not be evaded, whenever an allufrue 
and metaphorical ſenſe can be found, which 


turns off from the literal ſignification. Its 


literal ſenſe, even where there is no poſſible 


room for figure, may be thrown afide, and 


the figurative import brought in, whenever 
it is convenient to ſerve an hypotheſis. And 
ſo I have known it actually fare with the 
offspring of garru, VIZ. gag, particularly in 
I Corinth. x. 2. And were all baptized into Mo- 


ſes in the cloud, and in the ſea. What every 


ſchool-boy, capable of looking into his lexi- 
| con, 
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con, knows to be the ſtrict tera! meaning 
of the word, is ſet aſide, where it occurs only 
in its literal import, by the help of a few cir - 
cumſtances in a mere figure and alluſion; thus, 
the cloud, which hung over the children of 
Jrael, is a watery ſubſtance, ſprinkling its 
water in drops. The ſea, which was as a wall 
unto them on the right hand and on the left ; by 
the force of the ſtrong wind which blew, 
ſent forth a great ſpray or ſprinkling. So they 
were plentifully ſprinkled by the cloud above, 
and by the waters on each fide. And thus we 
have proved, with equal calmneſs and ſtrength 
of argument, that both perru and Berritu [i-" 
terally imply ſprinkling. Whereas' a man of 
plain ſenſe, - not ſo philoſophical as to think of 
this cloud or pillar of ire, dropping down 
water ; but of opinion, with your Lordſhip, 
that the baptiſm of ſcripture is immerſion, 
would be apt to carry his thoughts no further 
than to apprehend, here is an alluſion to the 
cuſtom of immerſion; the Jraelites being as 
it were covered by the cloud over, and the 
waters on each fide of them. Or as Gratius, 
on the place, expreſſes it, The cloud was 
« over. their bead: ſo alſo is the water over 
&* the head of thoſe who are baptized. The 
te ſea encompaſsed their ſides: ſo alſo does the 
« water encompaſs thoſe who are baptized.” 
% Nubes impendebat illorum capiti : Sic & aqua 
« 115 qui baptizantur. Mare cicumdabat eorum 
latera: Sic & aqua eos qui baptizantur.” We 
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daily uſe through 


_ «© without much labour, be 


Tm) OPT. 
who are. fo little uſed to waſhing the whole 
body, either in a common or religious way, 


are apt to wender, where and how, fach' 


igious numbers, as are mentioned in the 


commudated if they were i in water ? 
But, my Lord, it needs only to be confidered, 
the principal ſcene of baptiſm lay in a — 


where immerſion was quite familiar, and 
by the very laws of their religion, come into: 
all parts of the land ; and 
then the wonder will ceaſe. For, as biſhop 
Patrick obſerves, © there are ſo many waſhinys' 


LILY 


reaſonable to believe, there were not only 
« at Teruſalem, and in all other cities, but in 
* every village ſeveral bathing places contrived 
<< for theſe legal purifications, that men might, 
capable to fulfil 
< their precepts.” Comment on' Lev. xv. 12. 

I come now, my Lord, to what was' pro- 
miſed in the laſt letter, vig. to conſider the 
excuſe of thoſe, who; though they confeſs the 
Seriptural bapti ſm to be immerſion, yet apolo- 
gize for a departure from it; and, of two 
quite different diſtinct laws and inſtitutions, 
put one in the room of the other. In con- 
ſequence thereof, it is come to that paſs, 


that what at firſt was done bur ſeldom, 
ppoſed caſes of urgent neceflity, is 


and in fy 
now become the univerſal, conſtant practice; 


and the one baptiſm, the acknowledged one = | 
. 5 A 


' Teftament to be baptized, could be ar- 


lin the law of Moſes] that it is 
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tiſm of ſcripture is intirely caſt out, 1% fa vour 
of ANOTHER 'RETE ; except among 4 handful 
of people, who' ſtill preſerve the * form. 
Mr. Baxter, we have alteady ſeen, excuſes 
the matter by the coldueſi of out climate. Cal- 
vin, the celebrated reformer at Geneva, ob- 
ſerves; in his expoſition of As viii. 38. © We 
<< ſee here what was the baptiſmal rite among 
* the'antients ; for they Plunged the whole bo 
in the water. Notu tis the cuſtom for the 
© miniſter to Hrintie only the body or head.” 
And he too excuſes this Hprintling; but how 
I cannot well recolle&, having not his book 
at hand. Biſhop Burnet, though he thus de- 
ſeribes the primitive baptiſm, With no other 
« gar ments but what might ſerve to cover na- 
« ture; they at firſt laid them down in the wa- 
ce ter, as a man is laid in a grave, and then 
9 they "ſaid theſe words. baptize, or waſh 
« thee, in the name, &c. Then they raiſed 
« them up again, and clean garments were put 
t on them: from whence came the . phraſes 
<< of being baptized into Chriſt's death, of being 
«buried with him by baptiſm into death: of our 
being riſen with Cbriſt, and of our putting 
© on tho Lord Feſus Chriſt, of putting of the 
© old nan, and putting on the new. And 
c he juſtly obſerves, © ſactatnents are 

«© poſitive precepts, which are to be meaſured 
e only by the inſlitution, in which there is 
not room left for us to carry them any fur- 

« Go * * his own meaſure of 

E the 


0 34 


the inſtitution,” viz. the party, baptized was 


laid down in. the water, as a man 41 laid in the 
grave. © He. ſays, the danger. of dipping in 
* cold climates may be a very good. reaſon for 
* changing the form of baptiſm to ſprinkling.” 
E xxxix Articles, pages 226, 300, 346, 
Edit. 1. But, as the good Biſhop obſerves, in 
the page laſt cited, on the other ſacrament, 
and the change made therein by the church of 
Rome. All reaſoning upon this head is an 
** arguing. again the inſlitution; as if Chrift 
** and. his. apoſtles had not well confderrd it; 
% but that. 4200 years after them, a conſe- 
gquence ſhould. be obſerved, that till then 
had not been thought of, Which made it rea- 
, ſonable 40 alter the manner of it. He who 
< inſtituted, it knew beſt,” what was moſt fit- 
ting and. moſt reaſonable ; and we. muſt 
chooſe rather to acguigſce in bis commands, 
„ than.in, out. own reaſonings.” Page 34 r 
It is evident to your Lerdſhip, that when 
our bleſſed Saviour ſaid unto the apoſtles, Go, 
teach all nations, bapti ning them, they under- 
ſtood him to mean dipping. Here then is one 
only. rule and law for all nations. No provi- 
ſion for making a difference between warm cli- 
mates and cold. Not the leaſt hint of tuo rites, 
of which the adminiſtrator may take his choice, 
according to his own prudence and diſcretion ; 
but there is que law, one inſtitution, for all na- 
tions upon the face of the earth; Go, teach and 
did them. Why then, my Lord, do we not 


acquieſce 
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acquieſce in this command, but change it by 
- our on reaſoning? © | 
But 1 beg leave to ſay two or three things in 
particular to the plea for this confeſſed alteration. 
Firſt, Coldneſs of climate is an excuſe which, 
make the beſt of it, can ſerve but for ſome 
part of the year, and for ſome weakly conſti- 
tutions; and yet the practice of ſprinkling is 
univerſal and conſtant, in the hot ſeaſon as well 
as cold, and on the moſt robuſt and healthy 
as well as the weak. The reaſon offered in 
juſtification of the new way implies, that 
were it not for neceſſity, the primitive baptiſm 
ſhould be kept to; nevertheleſs, it is not ob- 
ſerved, where no ſhadow of neceſſity is pre- 
tended. Such commonly is the end and effect 
of departing from our rule: Human nature 
falls in with what is Teaſt troubleſome. We 
firſt plead a neceſſity of relaxing in certain caſes; 
theſe caſes continually multiply in favour of eſe 
and indulgence, and then cuſtom carries all be- 
fore it. Dr. Wall, giving the reaſons why in 
queen Elizabetb's reign the cuſtom of dipping 
was laid afide, obſerves, © Ir being allowed to 
*« weak children to be baptized by ion, ma- 
* ny fond ladies and gentlewomen firſt, and 
* then by degrees the common people, would 


obtain the favour of the prieſt to have beir 

children paſs for weak children, too tender 

„ to endure dipping in the water.” Vol. 2. 

page 301. Edit. 1. ri e 

_ Secondly, Immerfion was the conſtant prac- 
aces os E 2 tice - 
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tice in this ſame cold climate. for many hundred 
years (the change into ſpronkling, as a general 


practice, being ſcarce two hundred years old) 
and yet I believe no hiſtory can be produced 


of 10 having been of ill conſequence even to 
infants. Take the affair only in a medi cal view, 
and cold bathing is not only ſafe, but-very-uſe- 
ful, many times, to tender babes, which made 


the late Dr. Cleyne ſay, © I cannot ſufficiently 
* admire how it [cold bathing] ſhould ied 
* have come into ſuch diſuſe, eſpecially a- 

* mong. Chriſtians, when commanded by the 
0 — lawgiver that ever was, under the 


direction of God's holy Spirit, to his choſen 


ce people, and perpetuated to us in the immer 


% fon at baptiim by the ſame Spirit, who, 
« with infinite wiſdom, in this, as in every thing 
« elſe, that regards the temporal and eternal 
** felicity of his creatures, combines their duty 
<< with their bappineſs,” | Ec on Health, Sc. 
Chap. 4. Sect, 7. 

' Thirdly, The rule [God will have. mercy 


and not facrifice] may juſtly be applied ta ex- 


cuſe from baptiſm itſeli, [that is, as I under- 
ſtand it, from immerſion] thoſe who cannot 
receive it without maniteſt danger; but, I 


think, will by no means juſtify a change a 
baptiſm into another quite. different rite, . For 


illuſtration ſake, my Lord, I beg leave to men- 
tion the caſe of an old teſtament rite, circum- 


. £:/jon. It was a divine appointment, that this 


n ſhould be obſer ved with reſpect to every 


Jewiſh 


1 
X 8 | 9 1 — 4 F " is 4 £O 


if, ſtom this plea of neceſſity" 


„ 
Feroiſh male at eight days old. Vet doting 
the ſſrazlites travel through the wilderneſs, for 
the ſpace of forty years, it was omitted. "The 
reaſon of which was the danger and great in- 
convenience that muſt ariſe from it, in their 
travelling unſottled condition. Vi de Patrick 
and other expoſitors on Jou, v. But ſup- 


poſe the Jeus, from the Kr incon- 
venience of circumciſing the part eee 
had reaſoned themſelves into a of cir- 


— a finger or toe, would not this have 
| an unwarrantable from the in- 
ſtitution of God? Unqueſtionably it would. 
Who required this at their hand? And eſpe- 
cially would they not be 0 ae with a no- 
torious perverſion of a plain poſitive precept, 
in the wilderneſs, 
they ſhould''take occaſion to make the change 
total and perpetual, upon all perſons, - and in 
all times? And how long ſoever this altera- 
tion had prevailed, would it not be juſtifiable, 
and matter of commendation, nay even daty, 
in thoſe perſons who /aw the deviation from 
the declared will of the Inſtitutor, to reject 
this circurneifion of human device, and reſtore 
it to its firſt inſtitation ? We'muſt think ſo, 
unleſs the antiquity of error excuſe it, and 
make that right, which at firſt was wrong. If 
therefore baptiſm was originally immer ſion, let 
it be immerſion ſtill; for, as your moſt learned 
friend Dr. S. Clarke has obſerved, © In things 
* of external appointment, and mere poſitive 
*« inſtitution, 
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_ £ inſtitution, where. we cahnot, as in matters 
of natural and; moral duty, argue concerning 
che natural reaſon and ground of the obli- 
* | gation; and the arigina! necgſity of the thing 
£5, 40ſelf ; we hape nofbing to ds but t0 obey th 
* 


* giti ve command. G0 is infigitel 
Jade than we, to judge of the prepriety and 
© wſefaineſs of the, things he inſtitutes ;; and it 
« "becomes us to obey with humility and reve- 
*<; rence,” Top Church Caf, page page 393» _ 
Edit. ” 0 4 
_-:iYour lordſhip, * 8 0nd. i 
not — difference between circumcifing a 
and the foreſein, as between covering the 
body in water, and ſprinkling the ace. 
It would be circumci ion ſill, only of a 
rent part; but bathing and ſprinkling, the book 
of N always conſiders as two inſbiptions quits 


1 what has been advanced I in \theſe Letters, 
your Lordſhip knows, I have been pleading for 
a return of the ancient primitive bap bib of 
the church. I am ſorry — of madern 
ſtencture are ſo dwindled in ſize, that an infant 
cannot be diht in them; and ſhall be very glad 
if wr are recovered to ſo. juſt a ſenſe of the 
divine . authority in this inſtitution, as to con- 
giude we. have nothing 10 do but obſerve the poi. 
tiwe . command, and with bumi lity and reverence 
obey the” original inſtitution, thai i in, to 4 the 
party baptized. in the name, co. 

8 or if your Lordſhip's obſervation i is right, | 

that 


| (39) 

that * the due manner of performing this po- 
* ſitive duty depends entirely upon the will 
and declaration of him who inſtitutes or or- 
« dains it;“ and no manner is declared by him, 
but that immerſion, which, you ſay, was the 
cuſtom in the ii and only authentic days; your 
Lordſhip then inſtructs me to conclude, that 
to follow any direction, which turns us off from 
this immemſion, is, ſo far, making it our cwn 
inſtitution, and not the inſtitution of him who 
firſt appointed it. 


Jam, my Lord, 
Your Lordſbip's 
Moft obedient bunble ſervant. 


P. S. The author deſigns (God willing) a ſe- 


cond courſe of Letters, concerning the nature 
and end of chriſtian baptiſm, built on the 
ſame foundation, which your lordſhip, as 
a wiſe maſter- builder, has laid, viz. © The 


4 only authentic declarations of the New 
1 Tefament.” 


F I N 1 8. 


—— ee oe eo te ur EG —— — — 


A —— ——_— 
„ x 
A o 


—ͤꝗ—uh—ké — p — 


— . —— 
— —— 
— 
— —— 


„ 


! . EY 


— — — — 
— ä Hſ— 
* — 
hn _— 


et) | 

i i 901310089 4 aeriionteol gle © 1:13 
il nog views ebnogdtfywb ently}? 
-10 2072939791711, 008 un emen lg 1 
if yd b 226 e e as bits 44-26 et? 
DAT. Ne not (ft Tl vy Auer wand 74411 1170 
11991 HOOD Nun d bos NN BAT ni eh 

is ü MG g Hr a nit W 
N A. e 1 Vis oll 67 
P Inn $i _ - oy ct Any hits 
I WH 13 GOIN WF: 00 li 06 ht 
.3t erde 31 


+ = p E5 


5 . : 1 
| Ne 
4A & Fa 2 we. 
+ . k 4 4 5 - * : | [4 «+ AD . * 8 * e WW LY 
: P ; b - | . 
* N \ , » . 
2 . * g * 5 -4 « ov — 2 . - 4 
„ - Ex | 6% * * 1 i | $ 0 4 1 N 
» 1 0 * = * — * 1 ee > 
” * : ” A . — wk 1 | 0 * | 
* "4 * a 4 * 3 \ : N n a * : 
. < . * ” » 5 
— * 


Ie Sine bod) en güzh W008 T ho hy, 
ear at. Lit; [ 291 2. 24 ee 201 2p 911; 02 b 0 
A 880 1 T — £151! 1980. 2 440 + 10 ku 1 5 
1 6 un al 1 Haldw. Ln nebgpe! engt 
lr de bisl eed Whg in e . 
; WI: aa 10 ene bh indian a 
5 p $5: )- 5 os. 1 4; « Wh WY. 8 


0 1 
4 jo 
* % JD) . . 
5 rg. 
= « "I... * 
2 - 
— - ud - wy 
* * * * \ ww of Fo Tn 
. 4 \ . . * Cy 
5 = * L * 8 = 
a N 
1 * 9 
* 1 
. * 
= 
- 
* 
- 
= 
7 
* * 


